_ SINGULAR : PLURAL
WHEN YOU SEE ] Vef'b, ThE glrl j‘u.mm‘ The girls jﬂﬂ]ﬂ-
underlined, you must ask yourself:
s e He is happy. They are happy.
“Who (or what) is doing the verb, and do
both subject and verb agree in number?”

PREPOSITION: Any word (in, at, of, for, to, over, among, between, under...) that
indicates a relationship between a noun and another part of the sentence

PREPOSITIONAL PHRASE: Any phrase (in the house, at the mall, to the store, for a
jog, under the table...) that begins with a preposition and ends before the verb

Eliminate all PREPOSITIONAL PHRASES. The subject will never be in a prepositional
phrase. Prepositional phrases contain extra details that often mislead the reader.
CROSSING THEM OUT makes it easier to identify the subject.

The cars in the lot are clean. | One of the girls is visiting.
The cars irrthe-let are clean. — Cross out “in the One efthe-girls is visiting. — Cross out "“of the girls"
lot One is visiting. v

The cars are clean. v

INTERRUPTER: Any detail positioned between two commas

Eliminate all INTERRUPTERS. The subject will never be in an interrupter.
Interrupters contain extra details that often mislead the reader. CROSSING
THEM OUT makes it easier to identify the subject.

Patrick, in addition to Tom and Mark, is coming to the reception.
Patrick, inaddition-to-Torm-and-Mark, is coming to the reception. — Cross out “in addition to Tom and Mark,”

Patrick is coming to the reception. v



TRICKY SINGULAR: A singular word that sounds plural or is commonly misused as a plural

Look out for TRICKY SINGULARS (neither, either, everyone, everybody,
someone, somebody, anybody, anything, each, anyone, no one, everything,
litle, and much).

EXAMP%

Cpawne .

Neither of the twins is sick.
Neither-of-the-twins is sick. — Cross out “of the twins"
Neither is sick. v
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Either of the rooms at the hotel is available.

Either of the-rooms-atthe-hotet is available. — Cross out “of the rooms at the hotel”
Either is available. v*

Look out for TRICKY PLURALS (Plural/Singular: data/datum,
phenomena/phenomenon, media/medium, and criteria/criterion).
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The data from the computer are on my disc.

The data frorrthe-computer-are on my disc. — Cross out “from the computer”
The data are on my disc. v

SRR

_.i,__.._.!__._.._\i.__.\_“é

The criteria for the assigned essay are very complex.
The criteria forthe-essigned-essay are very complex. — Cross cut "for the assigned essay”

The criteria are very complex. v*

N S .




Look out for NEITHER/NOR and EITHER/OR phrases. Although NEITHER and
EITHER are singular, when grouped with NOR/OR, the word that ends the phrase
determines the verb.

FORMULA:
Either A or B — B determines the verb Neither A nor B — B determines the verb

Either John or Mary is right. v ; Neither John nor the Parkers are wrong. v
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INVERTED SENTENCE: The verb comes before the subject in a sentence

Look out for anything INVERTED (VERB/SUBJECT). Sentences that start with the
word “there” and compound sentences that have more than one subject/verb
combination tend to be inverted.

HOW TO CHECK THE VERB:
Simply un-invert (flip) the subject and verb.
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There is a cat in the house. : During the day, there is ten cats in the garage.
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FLIPPED: cat is v

ten cats are v/

subject nouns are LINKED with an *A




